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A FINAL REMINDER FOR MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 


Please note that this will be the last issue coming to those who have 
not renewed their membership for 1979-80. If it has slipped your mind, please 
contact the Membership Secretary at once before your name is erased from the 
mailing labels. As a reminder, we have marked the address label on the back 
cover. If a red 'X ' appears on this label, it indicates that we have not 
received your renewal. 


MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00; Contributing 
$20.00; Active - $10.00; Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; Student - ®3«00; 
Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) and Senior Citizens -$5.00. 

For further information contact our Membership Secretary, Miss Phyllis 
Vair, 1854 Main St. West, Apt. $514, Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784) 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our natural heritage. Our meet¬ 
ings are held monthly September to May inclusive and visitors are always wel- . 
come. Outdoor field events a re scheduled^t hroughout the year. 

ARTICLES COMING UP: The Day I Quit Grousing; 1979 Spring Hawk Migration; & more 
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R EPORT OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE H.N.C. HELD AT THE RBG CENTRE ON OCT. 15, 19 79 

Robert Gurry, President, presided and made a few brief announcements and a 
Strong plea for assistance in collating the Wood Duck, A complement of four mem¬ 
bers is required each month for a ly-hour stint at the home of Sheila Forbes, 
Ancaster. It is hoped that members will respond. 

A hand vote was taken regarding the question of which was preferable for after 
meeting refreshments—Coffee or Tea. The result was that about 5C$ wished to have 
Tea, and this will be given attention by the Social Director. A surprise depart¬ 
ure for this evening was the serving of cool Cider - so appropriate at this season 
and enjoyed by all! 

Ford Smith, Programme Director, introduced the speaker for the evening - Mr. 
Barry Ranford, graduate of the Ontario College of Art; free-lance artist and graph¬ 
ics designer, Past President of the South Peel Naturalists, and Art Director of 
the Ontario Naturalist magazine* 

Barry guided us on a photographic trip through southern Texas out of Houston, 
Big Bend Park in Texas on the Mexican border, and the Baja Peninsula., south of 
California. 

His amazing photography captured the Golden-fronted Woodpecker, Harris Hawk, 
Curve-billed Trasher, Chachalaca, Lichtenstein's Oriole, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
White-winged Dove, Brown Towhe.e, Cactus Wren, Verdin, and Roadruhher—many at their 
nests, and so close up that one could see details not evident in binocular sighting. 
Included in this portion were scenes in Big Bend Park, Santa Ana Refuge, and way- 
side thickets in Texas, with shots of'the hog-like Javelina, a Bull Snake and a 
Tarantula Spider, as well as views of the representative Texas roadsides replete 
with wildflowers en masse,- and in Barry's presentation, closeups of one of the 
most charming of Texas wayside/plants—Callirhoe-(Wine Cup) with its purple-red 
petals; Argomone sanguinea - Pink Prickly Poppy; Strawberry Cactus (red-purple 
blooms); Gaillardia or Indian Blanket; Ocotillo in green leaf but lacking its flam¬ 
ing swords of bloom; expanses of brilliant yellow of "Daisies" of the Compositae 
Family (seen everywhere in the desert country). 

On to the Baja' Peninsula with gorgeous vistas of this desert country with its 
low mountains, the Pacific Ocean, and the desert of .Chaparral with closeups of a 
Century Plant (Agave) in bloom, on which Black-chinned Hummingbirds and a Rufous 
Hummingbird were feeding; fascinating shots of the Boogum (Boo-jum) Tree of Old 
Mexico, resembling an enormous white radish planted upside down with dark roots 
exposed and bearing a nest of Owls. Tho- three Cereus Cacti - Organ Pipe, Saguaro 
and Senita (or "Old Man") were much in view, and also demonstrated photographically 
was the Jumping Cholla which attaches itself to- the unwary in a harrowing fashion. 

The, Baja Peninsula is-850 miles long. Barry's, trip embraced approximately 
half this length, where at Scammon Lagoon we were treated to spectacular shots of 
the pods of Groy Seals which -congregate there each Spring, and charming closeups 
of Soa Lions, Western Sandpiper, - Osprey, Coyote, Gecko, Bull Snake and Rattlesnake, 

John Carey graciously thanked Barry for his "beautiful and sensitive Pictures" 
and spoke of the difficulty in obtaining shots such as those presented. These in¬ 
volved use of a portable blind, electronic flash and lenses of various lengths 
and sizes. Art in the greatest sense! 

Barry mentioned that he would strongly recommend that anyone contemplating a 
motor trip to Baja, should arm himself with the book -"Baja No. 2 - Baxter - Com¬ 
plete Guide to Baja" available at the San Diego Museum, California. After views 
of the one and only perilous highway - ore regards this as excellent advice! 

Cider and Doughnuts and friendly conversation concluded a fascinating evening. 

■ MarionS. Shivas, Acting Secretary 

* * ■ * * * * * 
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HAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB EXECUTIVE - 1979-80 

President Mr. Robert Curry,92 I-Iostein Drive,Ancaster,0nt. L9G237 

Past President Mr.James Dowail,29 Emerson St.,Hamilton,Ont, L8S 2X2 
1st Vice Pres. Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave.,S.,Hamilton,Ont.L8S 1V3 
2nd Vice Pres. 6t 

Programme Mr. Ford Smith, 360 Torrance St., #708, Burlington,Ont. L7R 2R9 
Treasurer Mr. Verne Evans,2164 Sunnybrook Ct,,Oakville,Ont. L6L 1P4 

Secretary Mr. John I-Ieaslip,3 Grandview Ct. ,Dundas,Ontario L9H 5C8 

- - - - Director s - - 

Membership Miss Phyllis Vair,1854 Main St. W.,#514,Hamilton,Ont. LOS 1H3 

Publicity Mr.Wm. A.Tindale,R.R.#2,Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B0 

Sanctuary Mrs. Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanv7ood Ave. ,Dundas ,Ont. L9H 4E1 

Conservation Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512, Caledonia,Ontario NOA 1A0 
Mood Duck Editor Mr. Ron Hepworth,259 Euston Road,Burlington,Ont. L7L 4VB 
Field Events Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, Meat Flamboro P.O., Ontario LOR 2K0 

Social Ms. Shirley Klement, 1375 Mountain Grove Ave..Burlington L7P 2 


MELCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBERS 

Mrs. D. Curtis-Hare, 1-33 Senator Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L8L 1Z3 

Ms. N. Gaasenbeek , R.R.#2, Box 12, Dundas, Ontario L9H 3E5 

Miss Margaret MacKenzie, Box 694, Caledonia, Ont. NOR 1R.0 

Dr. Mrs, John E. MacRae, 33 Terrace Drive, Dundas ,Ontario LSH 3X1 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Maxted, P.O. Box 1253, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 

Mr. David Robinson, 210-37 Mericourt Rd.,Hamilton,Ontario L8S 2 Nj 

Mr. Charles H. Schwab, 1366 I-lwy. 7/’8, Box 15, Winona, Ontario LOR 2L0 ^ 

Mr. & Mrs, Robert Waldhvber, 707 - 85 Barlake Ave., Hamilton,Ont. L8E 1G9 


FROM THE EDITO R 

COLLATING SCHEDULE 

You will notice that the WOOD DUCK now arrives folded and sealed with tape. 
This is to satisfy the Post Office's request that staples be_covered_and not ex 
posed where they may catch on something. This of course requires a little ex.ra 
work on the part of the collating team so we have been using 4 volunteers instea 

of 3 to help Sheila Forbes each month. . 

Credit goes to Mr. & Mrs Bob Stamp, Phyllis Morrow and Evelyn Morris for put¬ 
ting this issuo together. 

The schedule for the next issues is as follows. 

Mond ay. Nov. 26* - Paul & Betty Hatley, Bruce & Jo Harschnitz . 

(*this date may have to be moved earlier. Check at the next meeting .) 
T hursday. Dec. 20 , Jeff Blezius, Mrs. Ford Smith, Agnes Hamstra, Phyllis Vair. 

We still need volunteers to fill the schedule for Jan. 28, Feb. 25, Mar. 24 
and Apr. 28, 1980. If you can spare a couple of hours to help, please sign up at 

the next meeting. 

T HANKS 

I wish to thank all those who have contributed material for the WOOD DUCK 
so far this season. I have not had to scrounge quite as much this year so keep it 
coming. The reports on Club outings are much appreciated and I hope that many 
more of them can he written up. My file is getting a little thin again so why 
not sit down and write a few lines. Keep us informed of what's going on outdoors. 
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EVENTS FOP. NOVEMBER 


*****-!(-*^-***-!f****#******'i(*-:f*******i:*-) 1 ^*-!:******************'5f*-)'-**************7'!-****-)f 

MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


Date & Time 
Place 


Speaker 


Next Meeting 
VISITORS WELCOME 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1979 at 3:00 p,m . 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre Auditorium 
680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 


* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
4 (' 
* 
* 
* 
* 
# 

MARIA & LEN ZORN will give a slide presentation £ 

* 
■x- 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Maria and Len reside in Waterdown,Ontario and £ 
are well known for their outstanding photography £ 
of nature subjects. Enjoy an evening to be £ 

remembered and invite a friend to share these £ 

moments in nature * 

* 

-* 

Monday, December 10, 1979 * 

* 

* 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS £ 


entitled 

"MOMENTS IN NATURE" 


^******4Hf********-!f*-)f************4:-***-K ************************* **********-»-X***-)f*4(- 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS NOV.-DEC.1979 CLUB FIELD EVE NTS 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4 - all day 

Fall Bird Count Many volunteers are needed for our annual count. 
Call Bruce Duncan for areas. Meet at The Ponderosa on Oueenston 
Road for dinner afterwards at 6:30 p.m. 

Compiler: Bruce Duncan Caledonia 765-3322 

SUNDAY, N OVEMBER IS at 8;00 A,M, 

Niagara River Gull Hike; See possibly 10 to 12 species of gulls 
and numerous waterfowl. Meet at the Greater Hamilton Shopping 
Centre at the Kenilworth entrance or at the lookout on Niagara-on 
the-Lake at 9:30 a.m. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Bob Curry Ancaster 648-6395 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26 - all day 

Christmas Bird Count ; Volunteers are needed for this nation-wide 
annual bird count, Thera is a small fee of $2.00 for each 
participant to help defray costs in compiling and publishing the 
results in "American Birds". Contact the compiler for territories. 
Compiler: George North Burlington 634-5463 


AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILM 

THU h HPAY , NOVEMBER 29 at 8-00 P.K . • - RBG Auditorium 

"East Side Story - Bahamas 1° Quebec" - presented by Walter H, Berlat, 

More than the Everglades - Okefenokoe, the BorlAts have f cussed much of their 
attention on the eastern coastline of Canada* V/e aeo the "north shore of the Gulf 
of St, Lawrence with its carib u, noose, wolves and bear. In Maine &’ the Mari- 
times - beaver, loons. On Bonaventure - gannets, murres and puffins, " 1 e 
Season tickets' at the d^or. Single a'dMlsSibns, . Adults $2,00, Students $1.00, 
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CORRESPONDENCE CORRESPONDENCE 


CORRESPONDENCE 


GREETINGS FROM AUSTRALIA 

Sept, 18/79 


Just a short, note to send greetings to everyone. Our year in Australia 
is going so quickly but we are really enjoying it, Have managed to .see 
a fair amount of the country - it is fascinating - so many new birds 
and flowers, We have just returned from two weeks in Queensland - the 
highlight of which was four days on Heron Island, a truly coral cay on 
the outer reef. Also went up to Lannington Park for a short visit - 
very interesting rain forest. Iwas so taken by it that I have booked to 
go back there for nearly a week with a friend in November. 

We have been receiving the 'Wood Duck' regularly and it sounds as if the 
60th Anniversary celebration was a huge success. Sorry we missed that. 
Congratulations to everyone. 

It doesn't seem possible that spring is with us - winter wasn't winter 
really. We never had day temperatures below 12 degrees C and only had 
frosts on a fex* nights!! However the bush is alive with spring flowers - 
borouas and orchids and hoveas. Glorious colour. 

All the best to you all, Barbara Reid 

(Ian Reid is on a year's teaching exchange in Australia. He and Barbara 
are living at Uerrington, N.S.W. just west of Sydney.) 


BLUEBIRD TRAILS 

(The following was submitted by Mr, L.A. Smith, 481 Vaughan lid,, #303 
Toronto, Ontario M6C 2P6 who has for a mumber of years, worked on bluebird 
nestings in the Toronto area. His report should be of interest to those 
of our members who helped to re-establish bluebird trail in the H.N.C. 
this past spring, Ed.) 

HARD TIMES ON THE BLUEBIRD TRAIL 

Ey L.A. Smith, Sept.19/79 

Back in 1976 we had 140 good nestings of Eastern Bluebirds from 500 boxes 
in the Toronto area. In April of 1977 it was apparent that things had 
changed for the x/orse, The bluebird of happiness was scarce, perhaps 100 
successful nestings. 

The year 1978 xtfas a continuation of the downxtfard trend and we settled for 
90 good nestings. The severe winters in the mid-Atlantic states continue 
and the Americans x?ho monitor bluebird trails are xvorried. Lax^rence 
Zeleny of the North American Bluebird Society has been sending out ques¬ 
tionnaires to all operators in the eastern states and Ontario. The answers 
show a serious decline in the numbers of this small red-breasted thrush 
in past years. In some areas, such as Indiana, it appears to be completely 
absent, 

In the Box'Tmanville area, a male bluebird was seen on March 18th and in the 
Orangeville area a fine singer was heard on Hoad land in Mono township, 
March 24th, Up to this time things were going xtfell, Many people 
reported bluebirds around. However, after the bad snowstorm of April 6th, 
bluebirds \ 7 ere not to be found. 


(continued on next page) 
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Hard Times on th e Bluebird Trail (continued) 

By the end of April new arrivals from the south were appearing in my 
areas and eggs were being found on the 6th of May. By the 20th of May, 
many boxes held juvenile bluebirds, We reckon on forty successful 
families, first broods. 

The summer was generally cool but the latter half of July was hot and 
humid. Under these conditions the pesky blow flies flourish but 
only one complete wipe-out of a brood was reported. The second broods 
were again about forty strong. One box held a late nesting on the 5th 
of September. 

Thus we can report 00 good nestings of Sialia sialis for 1979, 

I am now moving forward to cutting my own posts and soaking them in 
Creosote before digging them in to the ground. As I work in fields 
where cattle graze, near to old orchards, I see and hear many family 
groups of bluebirds. For those birders who have never seen this 
rarity I would like to suggest the north slope of the Hockley Valley, 
about 40 miles from Metro, via Airport Road, 


BIRD SIGHTINGS AT SPOOKY I-IOLLOW SANCTUARY - MY AMD JURIS 1979 

by Paul Smith, Sept/79 

(We are grateful to Paul, one of our members, for talcing the time to 
record the following sightings in Spooky Hollow. Information of this 
kind is invaluable in preserving a record for future study of the 
area. We encourage others to do likewise whether on club outings or 
in private. Reports on birds, plants, animals or insects will all 
serve to deepen our appreciation of this unique natural area. Sd.) 

During the spring of 1979 two visits were made to the Hamilton Natura¬ 
lists' Club Spooky Hollow Sanctuary in Norfolk County, one on May 19 
the second on June.2. On both days,the weather was sunny and warm with 
light winds. 

On May 19 about hours x^ere spent, from 9:30 a.m. until noon, in the 
hardwoods towards the south side of the sanctuary and in the more open, 
scrub covered area towards the west side. The following is a list of 
birds seen or heard along the trails. No effort was made to "track 
down" and identify by sight birds that could not be identified by sound 
and which were not within sight of the trail. Except where numbers are 
given in following parentheses, no effort was made to count the number of 
individuals of each species. 

Turkey Vulture (1), Ruffed Grouse (1 drumming) Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
(1) Pileated Woodpecker(1), Great-Crested Flycatcher,E.Wood Pewee. Wood 
Thrush,Cwainson's Thrush, Cedar Waxwing,White-eyed Vireo(2 as a pair). 
Blue-winged Warbler(l), Black-throated Green Warbler(l), Chestnut-sided 
Warbler,Common Yellow-throat,American Redstart,Scarlet Tanager(l pair), 

B.ose-breasted Grosbeak and Rufous-sided Towhee, 

The sighting of the pair of White-eyed Vireos prompted a second visit on 
June 2 with a hope they might be found nesting in the sanctuary. The same 
general route was followed on this second visit, but more time was spent 
in the open scrub covered area, where the vireos were previously seen. 
Approximately 3% hours were spent in the sanctuary,from 8*30 a.m. until 
noon. The vireos were not found again,but the following birds were 
either heard or seen. (continued on next page) 
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Bird Sightings at Spo o ky Hollow Sanctuary - May and Jun e 1979 (continued) 

Common Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker,Great Crested Flycatcher(3 pair),Willow 
Flycatcher (1 heard),Eastern Wood Pewee(3 heard), tree Swallow (in a 
nesting box about 3 feet from the ground), Blue-Jay, Common Crow,Grey 
Catbird(6 pair), American Robin,Wood Thrush(l pair,2 heard) Cedar Waxwing 
(8),Red-eyed Vireo(3 heard), Yellow Warbler,Chestnut-side Warbler(l pair), 
Ovenbird (2 heard) Common Yellowthroat(l nest found containing 2 yellow- 
throat and 2 cowbird eggs). American Redstart,Red-winged Blackbird,Northern 
0riole(2 pair), common Crackle,Brown-headed Cowbird,Cardinal(2 heard), 
American Goldfinch,Rufous-sided Towhee(l male), Chipping Sparrow(l pair), 
Field Sparrow (1 pair), Field Sparrow,Song Sparrow, 


WATCH FOR MARKED HERRIN G GULLS 

Great Lakes Herring Gulls have been 
marked with numbered and lettered 
green, orange, blue or pink leg 
ribbon-one on each leg. If you see 
any Herring Gulls so marked, please 
note number, letter and colour of 
each ribbon and date and place of sighting. 

Contact Dr.D.V. Chip Weseloh or Mr, 

Pierre Mineau,Canadian Wildlife 
Service, Box 5050,Burlington,Ontario 
Canada L7R 4A6 Tel,(416)637-4264 


SOIL LIFE WORKSHOP 

The Hamilton P,egion Conservation Authority will conduct a Soil Life Workshop 
at the Merrick Field Centre on Saturday,November 3,1979 and again on Sunday 
November 4,1979 between the hours of 11:00 a.m, and 3:00 p,m. Each workshop 
will investigate soil life with the aid of slides, educational aids, and 
first hand examination of the soil in the field. The workshops will stress 
the importance of the animals living in the top 6 inches (15 cm) of soil 
and how they are responsible for the recycling of nutrients in the forest. 

Persons interested in attending either workshop session should register with 
the Conservation Authority office 525-2181 before November 1,1979. The regi¬ 
stration fee is $3.00 per person. Each workshop is limited to twenty parti¬ 
cipants. Participants are asked to bring a lunch. 

For further information please call the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority 
at 525-2131. 


THAT'S LIFE 

by Paul Ray Miller 

I had a little parakeet (submitted by Danny Price) 

He never was content, 

He longed for his freedom 

And everything it meant. I loyed that little bird 

But he didn't want to stay 
So I opened wiue the window 

And let him fly away. g e flew atop the gate post 

And took a mighty breath, 

But the air was so polluted 
He coughed himself to death. 




39 

THE H IKE THAT'"WASN'T" BUT "NAS" - SEPT. 8, 1 979 

by Hazel Broker 

The confusing date for our first hike of the season, "Saturday, Sept. 9", led 
to much speculation on the part of the executive as to whether participants would 
gather on Saturday or on the planned date, Sept. 9th. I volunteered to go to Dun- 
durn on the Saturday and when five enthusiasts turned up we couldn't resist the 
perfect fall weather. Yes, we stole a march on the rest of you folk and had a very 
rewarding day! 

Our first stop just east of the High Level Bridge produced a Red-winged Black¬ 
bird, a Mourning Dove, a flock of Rock Doves, a Blue Jay, three Killdeers, Gulls 
and an Osprey (or Ospreys) which circled low giving us a magnificent view. 

Mercer's Pond was a busy area. Canada Geese and Mallard Ducks were feeding 
in the shallow water and along the shore we identified Greater and Lesser Yellewlegs 
(what a marvellous opportunity to compare the contrasting size of these two look- 
alikes at close range), Dowitchers, a Solitary Sandpiper and more ICilldeer. Blue- 
winged Teal took to the air and a Great Blue Heron flew in and settled to fish in 
the end of the pond near the 403 only to be challenged and driven off by a Great 
Blue that was fishing the south end of the pond. An immature Black-crowned Night 
Heron watched the proceedings from his perch in a tree. 

Along York Road a Marsh Hawk was hunting low over the fields near Valley Road. 
He parked on Hwy lo3 at Spencer Creek and followed the trail along the creek to 
Mullock Tower. A flock of warblers was moving through the willows (Chestnut-sided 
and Redstart we identified) accompanied by very vocal and friendly Chickadees. A 
Wood Pewee was darting from a nearby perch and a Groundhog hurried to his burrow. 

As we moved along a Great Blue Heron flaw silently upstream. 

Climbing Mullock Tower we had a good view of the Hydro Pond. Gulls, both 
Ring-billed and Herring could be seen and Caspian Terns flew overhead. Here again 
we saw both species of Yellowlegs but added Pectoral and Semipalmated Sandpipers 
and two Northern Phalaropes to our growing list. An Osprey flew over several times 
and a Barn Swallow hunted insects overhead. A muskrat swam across the canal, a doo 
and two fawns moved from a thicket into the denser woodland of the Hopkins Trace 
and Monarch butterflies passed over one by one on their southern migration. As we 
were about to move on, several Cedar Waxwings flow into some small trees along uho 
canal. 

Me followed Spencer Creek to its mouth stopping to watch the warblera moving 
through the huge willows and to peer into the ponds along the way. Wilson s, Lj.^-cx. 
throated Green, Yellow-rumped and a Blackpoll were among the warblers we identified 
in their varied plumages of this time of year. As before, Black-capped Chickadees 
were moving through the trees with the warblers. Killdeer and Semipalmated PIovcio 
were seen on the shores of the ponds and a Green Heron flew in and settled long 
enough to give us a good view. A Chimney Swift flew overhead and at one place w.. 
could see three Ospreys sitting in the trees along the North Shore. (A birder we 
met later told us that he had counted nine from a viewpoint that he had had along 
the way.) A flock of Caspian Terns flew noisily by and settled on the mud flats 
at the mouth of the creek. Here again we saw both species of Yellowlegs but added 
a Dunlin and three Stilt Sandpipers, Sanderlings and other small peeps. Several 
American Widgeon were swimming off the point. 

Lunch time had long since passed and our stomachs were calling for the lunches 
we had unfortunately left in our cars more than a mile away. Turning to retrace 
our steps we had an excellent view of a Knot resting in the short grass on the 
banks of the creek. 

For a group of amateurs we felt that we had had a great day (40 species) - 
thanks to the birding skill of new member Maury Bruclcer. Welcome to the II.N.C. 
Maury. Hopefully we will see you on future outings. 

P.S. A final check of Mercer's Pond in late afternoon produced 3 imm. Black- 
crowned Night Herons and th9 same nasty tempered Groat Blue. 



FALL BIRD HIKE - SUNDAY, SEFT. 9, 1979 

by Hazel Broker 

Seven of us set out from Dundurn Castle with Bob Curry as leader on another 
beautiful morning. Stopping just west of the High Level Bridge we counted five 
Double-crested Cormorants (adults and immatures), one Great Black-backed Gull and 
a Herring Gull sitting on the taller pilings marking the route of the old canal 
and, most surprisingly, on the shortest post and just barely above the water, an 
Osprey. Caspian Terns flew over the inlet and in the bay where the boardwa.lk 
leaves the North Shore Trail we could see eleven Great Blue Herons. We wondered 
how many more were fishing just out of sight around the point. 

Mercer's Pond was quieter than it was the previous morning but Canada Geese, 
Mallards and Blue-winged Teal were still very much in evidence. Four Stilt Sand¬ 
pipers, a Lesser Yellowlegs and a Killdeer were feeding along the shore.. A King¬ 
fisher flew from his perch in the aspens and an immature Black-crowned Night Heron 
worked his way slowly along the south end of the pond. Before leaving we sighted 
a Red-tailed Hawk and a migrating Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

The next stop was Flamboro Downs. Yes, we did see the horses being excercisod 
but birds were of more interest to us. There were none on the vast expanses of 
mowed lawn but several Killdeer and a Snipe flew up from the shore of the pond, 
an Osprey soared overhead and Savannah Sparrows flew up from the longer grass. 

Still looking for "Grasspipers" as Bob described the plovers, etc. which find 
the short grass of lawns and sod farms good habitat for grasshoppers and other in¬ 
sects, we moved west along Hwy 5 and then down the Orkney road stopping at the 
many sod-covered fields. The find of the day, several Golden Plovers, were sighted 
in a field along Hwy 5, a lifer for most of us there. Killdeer were in the field 
and a Barn Swallow flew overhead. 

In the pond at the Millgrove Garden Centre we saw the Whooper Swan, a native 
of Siberia and probably an escape from a game sanctuary. Two Common or Great Egrets 
were working the pond as well as several American 1'idgeon. 

Off now to Mountsberg where we had heard the water was very low this year 
good habitat for shorebirds. We were disappointed in the numbers and the logs and 
stumps made viewing difficult. We walked through the tall grass and rushes to -he 
point but even then could sight few birds. Great Blue Heron, Mallard Ducks and 
Blue-winged Teal; Semipalmated, Pectoral and Least Sandpipers; Semipalmated Plovers 
and a Snipe; these were seen by all. Bob spotted a Baird's Sandpiper but it flew 
off before the rest of us could glimpse it. An Osprey was hunting over the water. 
Along the shore near the tower we saw a Greater Yellowleg3 and as we lunched C-oi - 
finches, Cedar Waxwings, Bay-breasted, Wilson's and Yellow-rumped Warblers, Chick¬ 
adees and Savannah Sparrows moved through the trees and high above we saw a Turkey 
Vulture, two Sharp-shinned Hawks and a flight of Broad-winged Hawks. 

In the afternoon vie headed south to Bronte Woods and a different type of hab¬ 
itat but here again the numbers of birds were few. Wilson's Black-throated Green 
and Magnolia seemed to be the most common warblers but we also saw Mourning, Bay¬ 
breasted, Redstart and an Ovenbird. Chickadees were everywhere and we also sighted 
Blue Jays, Crows, a Ruby-crowned Kinglet, a Cardinal, a Downy Woodpecker, two 
Swainson's Thrushes, a Robin and a Scarlet Tanager as well as Red-eyecl, Philadelpma 
and Solitary Vireos. As we strolled back to our car3 enjoying the late afternoon 
sun we added an Indigo Bunting, a Yellowthroat and a Song Sparrow to our list. 

The last stop at the Shell Pier provided one new species for the day, a flock 
of Sanderlings that took off as we arrived. Herring Gulls, one Greater Black- 
backed Gull and a Great Blue Heron occupied the lamp standards and the lake was 
dotted with dozens of sailboats — a beautiful sight. 

In all, though we did not see great numbers of birds, vie sighted 56 species 
— a very profitable day. Our thanks to Bob Curry for his patient leadership. 



Vol. 33, No. 3 


41 


NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to October 15, 1979 - 249 

* - indicates first ncord for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 


Horned Grebe 

Oct. 

7F 

6 , 2 Willow Pt.; Gray's Rd. 

McLaughlin, C. Escott 

Pied-billed Grebe Sep. 

25 

3 Taquanyah Cns. Area 

Mike Furber 


Oct. 

9 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

D.-c. Cormorant 

Oct. 

13 • 

3 East 3nd of Bay 

Kevin Me La ughlin 

Green Heron 

Oct. 

13 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Great Egret 

Aug. 

5 

1 Crooks Hollow 

Paul D. Smith 


Sep. 

29 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

B. C. Night Heron 

Oct. 

14 

2 Bronte Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

American Bittern 

Oct. 

7 

1 Bronte Marsh 

Mark Jennings 

Gadwall 

Oct. 

8 

15 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Mike Furber 

Pintail 

Sep. 

3F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Paul D. Smith 

Greene-singed Teal Sep. 

22 

20 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 


Oct. 

8 

4 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Mike Furber 

Baldpate 

Oct. 

8 

25 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Mike Furrber 

Ring-necked Duck 

Oct. 

13F 

1 East end of Bay 

McLaughlin, Dimond 

Canvasback 

Oct. 

8F 

2 North shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Greater Scaup 

Oct. 

7F 

3 Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 

Bufflehead 

Oct. 

14F 

1 Shell Pier, Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Ruddy Duck 

Oct. 

6 F 

1 East end of Bay 



Oct. 

8 

12 North shore of Bay 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Hooded Merganser 

Sep. 

9F 

2 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

14 

10 Dundas Hydro Station 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Common Merganser 

Oct. 

14 F 

11 Dundas Marsh 

Kegin McLaughlin 

ked-br. Merganser Oct. 

5F 

17 Fifty Road, Winona 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Turkey Vulture 

Sep. 

28 

14 2 mi. S. of Y ork 

Mike Furber 


Oct. 

13 

21 H igh Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Goshawk 

Sep. 

22F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 


Oct. 

7 

1 Brontd Road 

Peter van Dyken 


Oct. 

8 

1 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

13 

5 Dundas Marsh 

D. Agro, D. Copeland 


Oct. 

14 

1 Upper Middl4e Road 

Mark Jennings 

Sharp-shinned 

Jun4 

29 

2 Coote 1 s Drive 

Gerald Chappie 

Hawk 

Sep. 

8 

50 High Level Bridge 

D. Copeland, Epp 


Sep. 

15 

60 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

7 

18 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

8 

16 High Level Bridge 

Dav Copeland 


Oct. 

13 

34 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Cooper's Hawk 

Oct. 

8F 

5 H igh Lev 1 Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

13 

9 High Level Bridge . 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

14 

2 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Red-shouldered 

Sep. 

15 

1 imm. High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

H awk Oct. 

7, 8 

3, 5 Bronte; H igh Level 

Jennings; Copeland 


Oct. 

13 

8 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Broad-winged H awkSep. 

IF 

1 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Sep. 

3 

10 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Sep. 

8 

630 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland, Epp 


•Sep. 

15 

1200 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

7 

1, 1 Bronte'; North Shore 

Jennings; Powells 
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Rough-legged H awkSe p 

. 22 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Robert Waldhuber 

Golden Eagle 

Sep. 

23 F 

2 Mount Albion 

Bob Sargeant 


Oct. 

7 l 

imm. Bronte Road 

Peter van Dyken 

Bald Eagle * 

Sep. 

15 

L ad. Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 


Sep. 

15 1 

imm. High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

7 

L ad. Bronte Road 

Peter van Dyken 


Oct. 

13 

L ad. High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

14 1 

imm. Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Marsh Hawk 

Sep. 

3F 

4 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

8 

8 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

14 

4 Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Osprey 

Aug. 

25 

12 High Lev-1 Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Sep. 

3 

6 High Lev41 Bridge 

Dave Copeland 


Oct. 

6, 7 

1, 1 Norr.h Shore; Bronte 

Powells; Jenning s 


Oct. 

13 

1 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sep. 

20 1 

ad., 1 imm. Dundas Marsh 

D. Agro; McLaughlin 

Merlin 

Sep. 

15F 

1 Sydenham St. Dundas 

Jerry Chappie 

American Kestrel 

Sep. 

15 

30 High Level Bridge 

Dave Copeland 

Virginia Rail 

Oct. 

2 

2 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

11 

1 Taquanyah Cons. Area 

Bruce Duncan 

Common Gallinule 

Oct. 

2 

4 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 

American Coot 

Oct. 

7F 

6 Willow Point 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Semipalmati.d 

Sep. 

8 

5 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Plover 

Sep. 

28 

5 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 

American Golden 

Sep. 

3 

4 Binbrook Cons. Area 

Paul D. Smith 

PloverSep. 

29 

5 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Plack-bellied Plover Oct. 14 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Ruddy Turnstone 

Oct. 

8, 13 

1, 1 Dundas Marsh; East Bay 

McLaughlin, Dimond 

Am. Woodcock 

Sep. 

28 

1 Mineral Springs 

Chris Escott 

Spotted 

Sep. 

8 

12 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sandpiper 

Oct. 

6 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Da.ve & Thelma Powell 

Solitary Sandp. 

Sep. 

30 

1 1 Dundas Marsh 

D. Agro; McLaughlin 

Red Knot 

Sep. 

20, 29 

2, 2 Dundas Marsh 

Agtuo; McLaughlin 


Oct. 

8 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

White-rumped Sandp. Sep. 23F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Agro, McLaughlin 

Baird's Sandpiper 

Sep. 

29* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Least Sandpiper 

Dct. 

14 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Dunlin 

Oct. 

14 

300 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Common Dowitcher 

Sep. 

11, 13 

1, 1 Dundas Hydro Station 

D. Agro; Paul Smith 

Lcng-b. Dowitcher 

Oct. 

6-14 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Sep. 

30 

2 University Landing 

David Agro 


Oct. 

7 

3 University Landing 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Semipal. Sandp. 

Oct. 

13 

15 University Landing 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Western Sandpiper 

Sep. 

15* 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Sep. 

29 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Hudsonian Godwit 

Oct. 

6 * 

2, 2 Dundas Marsh; E. Bay 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

13, 14 

3, 4 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro; Bob Curry 

Sanderling 

Sep. 

22 

3 Van Wagner's Beach 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

7 

11 Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

8 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Black-necked 

Oct. 

14 * 

1 Smithville Sewage 

Gerald Chappie, Gary < 

Stilt 



Lagoons 

Lynn Novasel 

Northern PhalaropeSep. 

28 

1 Dundas H ydro Station 

Chris Escott 

Pomarine Jaeger 

Sep. 

22* 

1 ad. Dundas Marsh 

Agro, Epp, McLaughlin 

Glaucous Gull 

Sep. 

23 F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Gt Black-b. Gull 

Aug. 

8F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Paul D. Smith 
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Little Gull 

Sep. 

23 F 1 

ad. Dundas Marsh 

David Agro 

Forster 1 * 3 s Tern 

Sep. 15F, 16 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Common Tern 

Aug. 

26 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Paul D. Smith 

Caspian Tern 

Sep. 

28 

1 East end of Bay 

Chris Escott 

Screech Owl 

Sep. 

16 

1 5 mi. N Dry L., Cayuga Mike Furber 


Sep. 

22 

1 vvestdale Park 

David Agro 


Pep. 

28 

3 bulphur Springs 

Chris Escott 

Great Homed Owl 

Oct. 

7 

2 g mi. N Dry L. Cayuga 

Mike Furber 

Common Nighthawk 

Sep. 

3 

22. Sanctuary Pk Dundas 

Michael Clark 


Sep. 

17 

1 Eestdale 

David Agro 

Chimney Swift 

Sep. 

21 

6 Dundas 

Chappie 

R-th Hummingbird 

Sep. 

25 

1 Inverness Av. W. 

Bob & Mabel Stamp 

Red-headed 

Sep. 

28 

1 Sulphur Springs 

Chris Escott 

Woodpecker 

Oct. 

5 

3 Winona at Lake 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

8 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Y ellow-bellied 

Sep. 

22F 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Sapsucker 

Sep. 

25 

1 Inverness Av. W. 

Bob & Mabel Stamp 


Oct. 

14 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

G.Crested Flycat. 

Sep. 

22 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Eastern Phoebe 

Oct. 

14 

2, 2 Bronte; U. Middle Rd. 

Mark Jennings 

Least Flycatcher 

Oct. 

14 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

E. Wood Pewee 

Oct. 

5 

1 Oakes Road 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Olive-s, Flycatcher Aug 

. 20 

1 McMaster University 

Gerald Chappie 

Tree Swallow 

Oct. 

13 

50 Dundas Marsh 

McLaughlin, Dimond 

Bank Swallow 

July 

29 

100 Binbrook Cons. Area 

Paul D. Smith 

Rough-w. Swallow 

Oct. 

14 

3 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Curry 

Barn Swallow 

Oct. 

14 

2 Dundas Marsh 

Curry, McLaughlin 

Cliff Swallow 

Sep. 

15 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Purple Martin 

Oct. 

14 

1 Dundas Marsh 

Bob Curry 

Bl.-c. Chickadee 

Sep. 

22 

50 Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

Brown Creeper 

Sep. 

19F. 

1 Inverness Av. W. 

Bob & Mabel Stamp 

House Wren 

Apr. 

15F 

1 University Landing 

David kvo 


Oct. 

14 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Winter Wren 

Sep. 

22F 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

7 

31 Burloak Woods, Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Long-b. Marsh Wren Oct. 

2 

1 N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 

Short-b. Marsh Wren Oct 

• 7 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

14 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Brown Thrasher 

Oct. 

14 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

H ermit Thrush 

Oct. 

14 

28 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

SwaimissnAs Thrush 

Oct. 

14 

3 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Gray-cheeked 

Sep. 

4 F 

1 Sydenham St., Dundas 

Jerry Chappie 

Thrush 

Sep. 

28 

4 Mineral Springs 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

2, 6 

2, 1 N. shore Marsh & Bay 

C. Escott; Powells 


Oct. 

8 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Blue-gray 

Sep. 

13 

Gnatcatcher 

Oct. 

2 

Golden-crowned 

Sep. 

22F 

Kinglet 

Sep. 

23 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 

Sep. 

8F 

Cedar Waxwing 

Sep. 

22 

Solitary Vireo 

Oct. 

8 

Red-eyed Vireo 1, 

1 Bronte; 

Philadelphia Vireo Oct. 

7 

Warbling Vireo 

Sep. 

8 

B1.-&-W h. Warble 

r Sep. 

13 


1 Dundas Marsh willows David Agro 

3 N. shore Dundas Marsh Chris Escott 
1 Taquanyah Cons. Area Mike Furber 
7 North Shore Blvd. Dave & Thelma Powell 

3 North Shore Blvd. Dave & Thelma Powell 

90 Hwy. 8 above Dundas Tom & Anne Reid 
2, 1 Bronte; Mineral Springs Jennings; Escott 
Mineral Springs Oct. 8 Jennings; C. Escott 

1 Bronte Mark Jennings 

1 North Shore Blvd. Dave & Thelma Powell 

1 Dundas Marsh willOws David Agro 
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Golden-winged 

Sept. 

, 22 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Robert Waldhuber 

Warbler 

Sep. 

28 

1 

Sulphur Springs 

Chris Escott 

Tennessee WarblerOct. £ 

!, 8 

2, 1 

Bronte; Mineral SpringsJennihg?,DC.Agsoott 

Orange-crowned 

Sep. 

29F 

1 

Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 

Warbler 

Oct. 

14 

4 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Nashville Warb. 

Oct. 

8, 13 

1, 1 

Bronte; Hopkins Creek 

Jennings; D. Agro 

Northern Parula 

Sep. 

28 

2 

Mineral Springs 

Chris Escott 

Warbler 

Sep. 

29 

1 

Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 

Magnolia Warbler 

Oct. 

8 

1, 1 

Bronte; North Shore 

Jennings; Powells 

Cape May Warbler 

Oct. 

6 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Bl.-th.Blue Warb* 

Oct. 

8 

2 

Bronte 

Mark J"rulings 

Bl.-th.Gre en WarbOct. 

8, 10 

3, 2 

Bronte; above Dunda s 

Jennings; T. &A. Reid 

Blackburnian Warb.Oct, 

2 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Chestnut-s. Warb. 

Oct. 

7 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Bay-breasted 

Sep. 

29 

1 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Warbler 

Oct. 

8 

1 

Mineral Springs 

Chris Escott 

Blackpoll 'Warbler 

Oct. 

7 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Pine Warbler 

Sep. 

28 

1 

Guelph Rd. & Hwy. 403 

Chris Escott 

W. Palm Warbler 

Sep. 

15 

2 

Dundas Marsh willoes 

David Agro 

Ovenbird 

Oct. 

2 

1 

N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 


Oct. 

14 

1 

Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

N. Waterthrush 

Sep. 

14 

1 

Inverness Av. W. 

Bob & Mabel Stamp 

Connecticut 

Sep. 

13F 

1 

University Landing 

David Agro 

Warble r 

Sep. 

22 

1 

Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 


Oct. 

7 

1 

Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 

Mourning 

Sep. 

13 

3 

University Landing 

David Agro 

Warbler 

Oct. 

8 

1 

Mineral Springs 

Chris Escott 

Com. Yellowthroat 

Oct. 

14 

3 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

American Redstart 

Oct. 

7, 15 

1, 1 

Bronte; North Shore 

Jennings; Powells 

E. Meadewlark 

Oct. 

14 

15 

Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Rusty Blackbird 

Sep. 

22F 

20 

Dundas Marsh 

Michael Clark 

8carlet Tanager 

Aug. 

20 

1 

Romar Dr., Dundas 

Olive N ewcombe 


Sep. 

6 

2 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & ■ h nne Reid 


Oct. 

5 

1 

Winona 

Kevin McLaughlin 

Rose-br. Grosbeak 

Sep. 

12 

3 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas 

Tom & Anne Reid 

Indigo Bunting 

Oct. 

8 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Purple Finch 

Sep. 

30F 

1 

Dundas Marsh willows 

David Agro 

Rufous-sided 

Oct. 

7 

2 

Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 

Towhee 

Oct. 

13 

1 

Hopkins Creek 

David Agro 

Sharp-tail.SparrowOct. 

14* 

2 

Dundas Marsh 

Bob Curry 

Vesper Sparrow 

Oct. 

14 

2 

U pper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Slate-c. Junco 

Sep. 

22F 

1 

Dundas Marsh 

Kevin McLaughlin 


Oct. 

1 

3 

North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Tree Sparrow 

Oct. 

7F 

1 

Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 

Chipping Sparrow 

Oct. 

14 

3 

Upper Middle Road 

Mark Jennings 

Field Sparrow 

Oct. 

14 

4 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

White-crowned Sp. 

Oct. 

2F 

15 

N. shore Dundas Marsh 

Chris Escott 

Fox Sparrow 

Oct. 

13F 

1 

Hopkins Creek 

David Agro 


Oct. 

14 

2 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Lincoln's Sparrow Oct. 

8 

1 

Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Please send your bird records by the 10th of the month to George W. North, 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club and is produced by volunteer members' of the Club, The WOOD DUCK 
is published 9 times yearly 'from September to May inclusive and .it is 
mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Kuston Road, 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st 
I of the month preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted 
I! without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note¬ 
worthy Bird Records to George North,857 Eagle Dr,Burlington,OntL7T3A3. 
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